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of the French kings. Others were the Codes of
the Burgundians, of the Ostrogoths, the Visigoths,
and the Alemanni, and there were still others.

The conflict between these codes and the Roman,
law of the provinces did not prove so embarrassing as
might be supposed. In the case of the rudest of the
Barbarians, the Franks and the Burgundians, the
characteristics of the provisions were that they re-
lated very largely to political organisations pud to
the crimes of violence. They fixed the weregild, or
sum required to be paid by a man to the kin of one
whom he had slain, and corresponding sums for
robbery and other injuries. Among violent and war-
like people having no industries, all that is needed
is the repression of those offences which disturb the
internal peace of the tribe. They have no occasion
for resorting to a cultivated jurisprudence, and the
Barbarians might well, having the military and
political supremacy, insist upon the adoption of
these simple provisions for offences and leave the
regulation of the other conduct of the peaceful native
inhabitants to that system which was already per-
forming that function.

The aspect, therefore, which these conquered
countries exhibited was that of mde barbarians
living among peaceful inhabitants, and each under
laws of their own, growing out of, and fitted to, their
respective characteristics and with growing internal
harmony.

In the country subject to the Franks, the Salic Law was
established for the Franks, and the Theodosian Code for the
Romans. In that subject to the Visigoths a compilement of